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“Take action to appoint gender champlons
~in campus, UGC tells universities

Times News NETWORK

Kolhapur: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has asked universities and
their affiliated colleges to
take action on the imple-

mentation of gender cham-

pions in the campuses.

The UGC said gender
champions promote equal
rights and that colleges and
universities should imple-
ment it in their campuses.

A Shivaji University of-
ficial on UGC's latest niove
said, “An earlier letter from
UGChadstated that they ex-
pect gender champions to
strengthen the potential of
young girls and boys to ad-

vocate gender equality and
monitor progress towards
gender justice. The com-
mission intends to create a
society that is gender sensi-
tive and values girls and
their rights, Now the UGC
has included the third gen-
der aswell.”

The UGC, in 2015, in or-

der to achieve gender equa-

lity in educational institu-
tions had instructed to ap-
point. gender champions
among students to foster
equal treatment for both
genders in a campus. Howe-
ver, back then there wereno
specific ihstructions about
the third gender.

In an April 2016 letter

Gender champions are in

_ charge of identifying

gender bias in class-
rooms, observe the rea-
sons for gender inequal-
ity and suggest measures
that would promote gen-
der equality

from UGC secretary Jaspal
Sandhu, all universities
and colleges across the co-
untry, were instructed to in-
volvethethirdgender inthe
scheme, which promotesac-
tive participation of stu-
dents,

Earlier, the commis-
sion had asked colleges
and universities to nomi-
nate a student as gender
champion on campus. The-
se students were to be in
charge of identifying gen-
der bias in classrooms, ob-
serve the reasons for gen-
der inequality and suggest
measures that would pro-
mote gender equality.

UGC had asked vice-
chancellors to implement
the guidelines for: gender
champions in the respecti-
veuniversities, as well asaf-
filiated collegesintheinter-
est of the students, so as to
achieve long term sustai-
nahlechange ; 3
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